APPENDIX B

money, is entirely absent. In England the Distillers
Company Ltd. produces all the popular brands of
whisky which, in flavour and appearance, are all almost
identical. Yet the advertisements for the various
brands, exceedingly costly in labour and materials to
the whole community, are supposed to give the
impression that the brands are made by different firms
and are genuinely competing articles. This sort of
thing, of course, is unheard of in Russia.

The question is invariably asked: "But does not
collectivism involve a dreadful uniformity in the
nature of the things produced?" The answer is that,
by comparison with Western standards, at the moment,
it certainly does produce a certain uniformity. Yet,
even so, the lack of variety is far less distressing than
one would imagine.* A visit to the Soviet Union

* Professor T. N. Whitehead, in a book, Let&rshtp m a Frte
(Oxford, 1937), makes certain interestfns suggestions cooaected with ibc
uniformity and standardisation of goods. Any manufactured commodity
may be said to consist in an end, or final product, which in tnm is composed
of various components. Now, under capitalism, such components arc usually
manufactured by a multitude of different fiynro in many different ftptft^m*^
t for the purpose of usage in the malting of different fashion types of end pro-
ducts. Professor Whitebead suggests that nroch waste could be HfmttMfrri
by special trade agreements which would deliberately gtaodttdfort sub-
components, whilst leaving end products to vary with changing feshfona,
This is obviously an excellent suggestion, and it is applied in various ways,
e,g. electric fittings. In the Soviet Union, such standardisation of sub-
components may be enormously increased, ^uts, bolts and screws and
rhqggfc, etc., may be all made to uniform patterns, but used in all sorts of
different types of motor cars and lorries, etc, It should be remembered that
it is only the variety of end products that vitally affects the consumer. Variety
of sub-components is valuable only for research purposes, and it can _bc
encouraged, in tie Soviet Union, in tfofa way. But the mere variety which
arises out of the confusion of capitalism is obviously a source of very great
waste.
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